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Abraham's Life History 
An Allegory 

of the Divine Plan of the Ages. 

It hns been written that Abraham had two sons, ore from the 
bond-wornat~, and onefrom the freewoman. Now, the one frerrr 
the bondwoman wus born according to theflesh; but Ira of the 
freeu*oman was  through the promise. Which things are u n  
allegory; for these represent tuto covenants. (Gal. 4:  22-31.1 

Had it not been for this authoritative statement of the 
Apostle, would it have occurred to us that Abraham's two 
wives are allegorical of two covenants? 

Our attention having been drawn to this fact, we find, 
when we study Abraham's career, that his whole life- 
history is an allegory. All the events of his life were 
overruled and recorded in such a manner, that they form 
in their sequence a living picture, epitomising the com- 
plete Plan of the Ages. As Bible students know, the 
Scriptures abound with such illustrations. They are all 
designed by our loving heavenly Father to strengthen our 
faith; to make the glorious Plan of the Ages appear so 
real, that we can believe in i t  as firmly as that to-morrow 
will dawn. 

"Allegory " is not an English, ,,but a Greek, word. 
Translated into English it reads: adapted to another 
meaning." While Abraham enacted his life in a natural 
way, and apparently without restriction, yet, in God's 
providences, every incident and event, and every person 
that came into his life, was adapted to mean some feature 
in the Plan of God. 



Thus Abraliam himself enacted the part of God (Rorn. 
4: 17; also Isa. 51:2). His two wives, as we have seen, 
represented God's two covenants-Sarah. the original 
oath-bound covenant, or covenant of Grace, and Hagar 
the law covenant. His children by these wives repre- 
sented God's Children, fleshy and spiritual, which He 
begat through His two covenants. Isaac typified the 
Spiritual Seed, Christ head and body, sons of God begotten 
throi~gh the original oath-bound covenant; and Ishmael 
typified the nation of Israel, the progeny of the law 
covenant. These two covenants may therefore be likened 
to two wives. God being their husband. 

Each journey of Abraham from place to place repre- 
sented God changing to a new phase of His foreordained 
Plan. Every action of Abraham pictured some .defitlitt: 
dealing of God with mankind. And the persons with 
whom Abraham came into contact typified particular 
features of t l ~ e  LORD'S scheme of salvation. 

Nearly fourteen chapters of the book of Genesis are 
devoted to the life-history of Abraham-namely, chapters 
12 to 25. We notice that the first three chapters present, 
allegorically, a general outline of the three great Dispen- 
sations into which the Divine Plan of the Ages is divided; 
The succeeding chapters enter into the details of the 
various Ages, and especially describe God's dealings with 
His covenanted people during these periods. (See the 
Chart of the Ages.) 

Remember that, in the allegory, Abraham always r e p  
resents God, who is the real Father of the faithful, (Rorn. 
4 : 17.) . .. 

The First Digponsatio,n, ' ' ' 
or "world of the ungodly," as it is named by the Apostle 
Peter. began with the creation of Adam, and ended with' 
the flood. . I ,  
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