JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES HISTORY SLIDES

During the mid-1970s, a Florida Witness and elder, who was a personal friend of the
ruling body of Jehovah’s Witnesses, and who had long-time family connections with the
Watch Tower Society going back to its second president, J. F. Rutherford, took upon
himself a project to locate historical photos representing the early years and growth of the
Watch Tower Society. After spending much time and expense, he obtained photos rarely,
if ever, seen by Jehovah’s Witnesses, and put together, in chronological order, a slide-
show containing eighty-eight slides which lasted for nearly three hours.

Not sponsored or advertised by the Watch Tower, but through word of mouth, hundreds
of Witnesses and their guests came to see the slides shown, it is thought, some three
times in rented facilities in Florida and Atlanta. Those who saw the show were thrilled
with seeing photos never seen before of people and properties they had only heard about.
Soon, details of the exciting events came to the attention of the Governing Body of
Jehovah’s Witnesses at their world headquarters in Brooklyn, NY. Contacting the
producer and narrator of the slide-show, the Florida elder, Governing Body member, Leo
Greenlees, expressed interest in obtaining the slides and equipment used to show the
slides along with the script which the narrator used to describe to the audience what they
were seeing on the screen.

Wanting to please the group’s leaders, the complete slide show was donated to the
organization never to be seen again. About ten years later, in 1984, when Leo Greenlees
was dismissed from the Governing Body for wrong-doing, the entire slide-show was
found on the floor in the back of Greenlees’s closet in his former apartment at
headquarters in Brooklyn, NY.

It is understood that the slide-show is now in the archives of the Writing Department at
the Witnesses headquarters. A copy of the five page script for the slide show is found
below. Although the slides will not be available to view, the script contains little-known
information about some of the subjects shown in the slides who are of historical interest
to those who are researching the history of the early leaders of Jehovah’s Witnesses.



10~

11—

HISTORY SLIDES

e e e B R ) At e e o mews waa

Russell. ‘'Quite young, probebly one of first pictures of this na*ure of hlm

JA. H. Macmillan, 1901, started pioneering.
C. J. Woodworth. He and George Fisher were professors in a correspondence

school in Scranton, Pa. 3Began serving God in association with C. T.
Russell at the turn of the century.

Geovanni DeCecca, 1904, with four pioneer sisters. Sister Mary L. Cob
(to DeCecca's rlght) brought him the truth. Baptized in 1906.

J. F. Rutherford, about the time he came into the trubh in 1906. He was

a corporate lawyer. Waited five days in Fittsburgh to see Brother Russell

and asked if he should continue his job and donate the money but Russell
replied that he thought the Lord would be better pleased with his time

than his money.

1907. Baptism at Niagara Falls. Rrother Russell did the baptizing.
Sister mutherford told Sister DeCecca that Brother DeCecca held the

umbrella for two hours while he did the baptizing.

Henry VWard Beecher's home, purchased by Russell in 1909.  Iincoln visited
Beecher at this, his home, toward the end of the Civil War, sending him
on a mission to England, 1nstrumentdl in stopping the War.

1910. Brother Russell and Rutherford on a world tour to establish whether
or not the missionaries of Christendom had done good. Their conclusion
was that they had not. The results of this tour have proven useful as
recently as a couple OL years ago, in which this study was referred to
in the Watchtower article, Worldwide Witness or Conversion--Which?

On thls tour iutherford complained in Russell‘'s presence, "A person
can't even ret a good shoe shine around here," at which Rus sell
1mmedlately bent dovn and shined Hubtherford's sheoes with Sister nusscll 5
hemiterchief. Rutherford said later, "You can be sure that I didn't
complain anymore.™

1910. Brother Littlebridge (second in) brought Sister DeCecca the SOCLCUYLS;
books but she did not come into the truth until 1914 when she saw the
Photo Drama.,

= C. T. Russell, about 1912 when he started the Fhoto Drama.

1914, Christmas at Bethel. Here is where Russell made the historic
statement on the morning of Cctober 1, 1914, "The Gentile Times have
ended, " -

1916, Last picture of Russell before he died on October 7, 1916 at
the age of 63.

J. F. Rutherford, at time of assuming presidency following the electlon
at Pittsburgh. Upon arriving at Brooklyn RBethel there was some
disturbance but Rutherford ook a principled course and firmly gave
the leadership needed a2t the time.

Rutherford and his wife. Sister Rutherford had fallen down two fllphts
of stairs when she was 18 months o0ld and as a result became an invalid
in later life. Brother Rutherford carried her up and down the stairs
on her last stay at Belthel for three months in 1920 but it was so hard
on her that Brother Rutherford arrasnged a home for her in California.
Rutherford’s belief was that if he had not made these arrancements,
Sister Hutherford would have died from the hard situation in Brookliyn.
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.12-1916. Sister DeCecca came to Bethel; Yer sister, Kathryn, came to Bethel
in 1920. Their maiden name was Harris, '

‘13- Brother DeCecca in his Prince Albert coat, white vest. .Required for
_ speaking appointments, Photo Drama ushering, ete. :
14~ "Mischievious" (Sister DeCecca's description) poses of Brothep DeCecca

15~ Brother DeCecca meeting Grace Harris (DeCecca's left) when she came for
8 visit to Bethel in 1916 '

16~ Bister DeCecca came back to Bethel 2 weeks later after going home and
in 10 weeks was married to Brother DeCecca

17- Brotrer and Sister John Bogard were married in April, 1926
17a~ Brother DeCecca with Italizn group about 1917 ' -

18~ Van Amburgh, Rutherford, MacMillan, Martin, Robiﬂson,'Wbodworth, Fisher,
DeCecca~-all sentenced to prison, dJune, 1918

19- Raymond Street Jail--Every one of the seven went there at first in
June, 1918, but DeCecca transferred to another jail the next day
in Long Island City. Two weeks later the others were sent to Long
Island City and DeCecca sent back %o Raymond Street jail. Couple
of weeks later (July 4) 9 started trip to Atlanta Federal Penitentiary;
Brother DeCecca on July 21, after U.S. checked his record in Italy,
which was good '

20—~ The house of Sister Miles in Atlanta, Georgia, where Sister DeCecca,and ..
Sister Robinson stayed so they could visit their busbands 4 .., 17

20a~Brother and Sister DeCecca after his release. He was sent bHo visit all
' the Italian congregations and took Sister DeCecca with hinm

20b-Brother Rutherford after release from prison in 1919, Jjust before the
Cedar Point, Ohio, convention with a group of "pilgrims™

21— 1919 Cedar Point, Ohio, after release of 8 men in March, 1919. Brother
DeCecca is in the foreground, shading his eyes, according to Sister
DeCecca. When the 8 returned to Brooklyn, a welcome feast was
arranged and everyone was asked to bring chicken and cake (a must)
and whatever else they-wanted. The Golden Age announced at this
assembly--7,000 subscriptions were taken in one hour at Cedar Point
after the announcement. Rutherford asked Martin if they could make
1l million in a year (Martin did not know exactly what he meant) but
before the year was over, they printed over 4 million of one issue
alone, the famous 727 issue, carrying a full report on who was
responsible for the unjust imprisonment of the 8 men

2la~ 1919. Group at Cedar Foint convention. PBrother DeCecca present
22~ Printing press (Battleship) at Myrtle Avenue plant (1 floor)--1920
23-'Factory force in 1920 -

Yba~ Wight crew that helped print the 4 million #27 Golden Age in 1920

24~ 1920, Macmillan (Martin saw him off) went to Israel on a maiden voyage
of a Jewish ship, taking Brother Rutherford's place who had been '
invited to take the trip, compliments of the line, but Rutherford
bhad to ge to. Europe instead. '






